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Planetary Health
How do we want to shape our future?

#TalkAboutPlanetaryHealth
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Crisis = Threat AND Opportunity

"Climate change is the 

biggest global health 

threat of the 21st 

century.“

The Lancet 2009

"Tackling climate change 

could be the greatest 

global health opportunity 

of the 21st century.“

The Lancet 2015

Source: www.thelancet.com/climate-and-health
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Source andreas160578; 
https://pixabay.com/de/photos/photovoltaik-
photovoltaikanlage-2138992

Common roots 
à Common (win-win) solutions

Source: 
https://sharingcitiesalliance.knowledgeowl.com/
help/copenhagen

Source: www.daserste.de/information/wissen-
kultur/w-wie-wissen/ernaehrung-136.html



Planetary Health 

1. Our lifestyle is making us ill and is destroying the planet.
2. Healthy people can only exist on a healthy planet.
3. We must initiate a civilizational transformation for planetary health.

Healthy relationship 
between 

humans and Nature

Why should I 
care about 

biodiversity?
Why should I 

care about 
climate stability?

Cartoon sources: https://fritsahlefeldt.com, www.schlorian.ch/cartoon-der-woche-2019/ (bubble translated)
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Albert Einstein (1879-1955)

Problems can never be 
solved with the same 

mindset
that created them.
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Great Transformation

Source: WBGU, https://www.wbgu.de/en/publications/publication/world-in-transition-a-social-contract-for-sustainability 



Source: WBGU report “World in Transition” 2011, fig. 3.4.1, from Grin, Rotmans & Schot 2010, based on Geels & Schot 2010
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Charité Berlin, Climate strike, 20 Sept 2019. Source: Dominik Butzmann

www.klimawandel-gesundheit.de
https://healthforfuture.de/

http://www.klimawandel-gesundheit.de/
https://healthforfuture.de/


https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/who-manifesto-for-a-healthy-recovery-from-covid-19



Given the interconnected
nature of climate change, 
loss of biodiversity, land 
degradation, and air and 
water pollution, it is essential 
that these problems are 
tackled together.

Human well-being, now and 
in the future, depends on a 
healthy planet.

Transforming humankind’s 
relationship with nature is 
the key to a sustainable 
future.

ht
tp

s:
//w

w
w.

un
ep

.o
rg

/re
so

ur
ce

s/
m

ak
in

g-
pe

ac
e-

na
tu

re





Source: WBGU report “World in Transition” 2011, fig. 3.4.1, from Grin, Rotmans & Schot 2010, based on Geels & Schot 2010



www.wbgu.de/discussionpaper-health

à FYI: German launch: 2 Feb 2022, 3pm



Additional information

> WBGU discussion paper on Planetary Health: 
www.wbgu.de/en/publications/publication/discussionpaper-health 

> WBGU newsletter registration to keep up to date: 
https://www.wbgu.de/en/service/newsletter-registration

> Press contact, comments and suggestions to: Benno Pilardeaux 
bpilardeaux@wbgu.de

> Slides licence (free to use with attribution and indicated changes): 
CC BY-SA 4.0; https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/

> Further talks and resources by Sabine Gabrysch:
www.pik-potsdam.de/members/gabrysch


